corporate EXPERIENCE

Key Facts
Location:
Philadelphia, PA
square feet:
460,000+
completed:
2006 - Present
services:
MEP/FP and Structural Engineering,
LEED Commissioning
Architect:
Meyer, Scherer & Rockcastle

urban outfitters
Urban Outfitters is a retail company specializing in merchandise with
a vintage appeal. In 2004, they sought out to transfer their corporate
headquarters from five high rise buildings in Philadelphia to one central
location : The Philadelphia Navy Yard. With its industrial brick structures, and
scars from the shipbuilding days, it proved to be an almost perfect location
that embodied the essence of Urban Outfitters vintage merchandise.

Phase I consists of five (5) buildings with plans
for future expansion into two (2) additional
buildings. The four office buildings (Buildings 7,
10, 12 and 15) house the corporate offices and
office space for each of the three brand names.
The fifth building (Building 543) incorporates
services for the entire campus. Phase II and III
add three office buildings (Buildings 25, 14, and
3).
Mechanical, electrical and lighting systems
are all designed to blend aesthetically with
the architecture and exposed structure of the
buildings. Mechanical systems within the
buildings incorporate hydronic draft barriers
and VAV, multi-zone air handling systems. All
lighting is indirect, highlighting the open structure
while providing high quality light.

For more information,
please contact:

Robert J. Voth
Executive Vice President
rjv@bala.com

Building 543 houses a central mechanical/
electrical power plant that provides chilled
water, hot water and high voltage power to each
of the buildings. A central, underground utility
BALA CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC.
443 SOUTH GULPH ROAD
KING OF PRUSSIA, PA 19406

distribution system runs beneath the street and
connects the plant to all of the office buildings.
The building also houses an 80 foot high central
mall area that runs the length of the building.
Within this space are koi ponds, bamboo forests,
food preparation and dining areas, exercise areas,
and meeting spaces. The south wall is all glass
and faces the Delaware River.
Building 14 utilizes a stand-alone chiller and
boiler plant utilizing modular, high efficiency
equipment. The building is to be used as a
source of data for the Greater Philadelphia
Innovation Cluster (GPIC), a U.S. DOE Energy
Innovation Hub led by Penn State University. A
series of sensors will continually monitor ambient
conditions; building occupancy, air quality,
temperature and humidity; and mechanical
system operation and performance. This data
will be utilized to further understanding of
building performance as ell as allowing Urban
Outfitters to fine tune operation of the systems.
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